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Philosophy of Catholic Education  

St. Joseph Elementary School 

 

"I am the way, and the truth, and the Life; no one comes to the Father but through me."  (John, 

14:6).  We believe Jesus is the reason for our existence and the Gospel message is central to the 

integration of religious truths and values with life. 

 

The primary responsibility for education resides with the parents.  The choice of Catholic education 

is further implemented by the faculty, staff and parish community.  In striving to become a 

responsible Christian adult, each student is challenged to achieve his/her potential in all areas. 

 

The children are called to grow in their faith and to develop a wholesome regard for self as well as a 

Christian respect for others through service, message, community and worship.  By discussion and 

comment, the religious and secular perspectives, each complementing the other, offer a deeper and 

fuller picture of reality. 

 

Our Philosophy of Education clearly states that the Gospel message is central in our school.  To this 

end, all of us, faculty, staff, administration, priests, parents and students model for each other the 

example of Christian life.  Our Philosophy is our guide for all decisions made at St. Joseph. 

 



SCHOOL WIDE GOALS 

 
The specific goals of St. Joseph's Catholic Elementary School follow the curriculum recommended 

by the State of Missouri and the Archdiocese of St. Louis for elementary schools, with some 

additional emphasis upon individual needs at all grade levels.  The ultimate goal of our school for its 

students is the Catholic-Christian formation of the child.  The more immediate goal is to provide for 

each student's unique intellectual, spiritual, moral, emotional, aesthetical, physical and social needs. 
 

The primary focus of St. Joseph's Catholic Elementary School is to teach and model our Catholic 

faith to the children of St. Joseph's Parish. 
 

"We strive to provide a background of the basics in an atmosphere where the fourfold purpose of 

Christian education is realized; to develop the Catholic message at the student's age level; to live in 

a community the way Jesus wants each of His children to live; and to be of service to each person in 

a manner that is honest and peaceful"* 

(*"To Teach As Jesus Did" - Bishops' message on Pastoral Education) 
 

 

1. Provide students with the knowledge, understanding, and practice of the Catholic Faith 

which will lead them toward a mature faith commitment, which includes living by Gospel 

values and actively sharing faith. 

2. Help students demonstrate a commitment to justice through responsible and accountable 

decisions founded on Christian principles. 

3. Create a welcoming atmosphere where students will listen to and show respect for the 

diversity of others’ thoughts, opinions, and cultures. 

4. Develop an environment where students will be able to connect knowledge to real life 

situations by making responsible decisions that allow them to cope with life’s challenges. 

5. Foster an environment that encourages the students to show intellectual development by 

demonstrating their ability in the use of curiosity, analytical thinking, effective 

communication skills, and the responsibility for one’s own learning. 

6. Provide students with the opportunities to experience spiritual, creative, intellectual, and 

emotional growth. 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL WIDE ART GOALS 

 
 Students will recognize, through aesthetic awareness, that art is part of everything in their 

environment. 

 Students will understand that there are various purposes for creating art. 

 Students will develop awareness that there are different responses to specific artworks. 

 Students will examine their own artwork and that of other people, times, and places in order 

to learn that the visual arts have specific historical and cultural relationships. 

 Students will relate works of art to the historical and cultural contexts in which they were 

created. 



 Students will study about artists and their contributions and ways of communicating cultural 

values and beliefs. 

 Students will select and use subject matter, symbols, and ideas to communicate meaning 

through the use of higher order thinking skills and creative problem solving processes. 

 Students will learn to examine objects and events in their lives in an historical progression. 

 Students will learn to use all materials and tools in a safe manner. 

 Students will realize the relationship of visual art to all other disciplines. 

 Students will understand that the arts provide lifelong learning that may both a vocational 

and professional. 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL WIDE LANGUAGE ARTS GOALS 
 

 Students will demonstrate knowledge of the Six + 1 Traits of Writing (Content, Organization, 

Word Choice, Sentence Fluency, Voice, Conventions and Presentation). 

 Students will use developmentally appropriate vocabulary in speaking and writing. 

 Students will communicate clearly in speaking and writing. 

 Students will demonstrate the ability to use Standard English in speaking and writing. 

 Students will use correct spelling in written work. 

 Students will demonstrate the ability to use critical thinking and listening skills in oral and 

written language. 

 Students will use various strategies to help them read and comprehend information. 

 Students will recognize and show an appreciation for genres of literature. 

 Students will demonstrate proficiency in silent and oral reading for pleasure and information. 

 Students will demonstrate the ability to use technology, reference material, and a variety of 

resources as needed. 

 

 

SCHOOL WIDE MATH GOALS 

 
The school wide goals describe varieties of expertise that mathematics educators at St. Joseph 

School seek to develop in their students.  Goals focus on the skills of problem solving, reasoning 

and proof, communication, representation, and making connections.  The curriculum promotes 

the comprehension of mathematical concepts, operations and relations and develops skill in 

carrying out procedures flexibly, accurately, efficiently and appropriately while fostering the 

ability to see mathematics as sensible, useful, and worthwhile. 

1. Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  

Students will be able to explain to themselves the meaning of a problem and look for entry 

points to its solution. They will analyze givens, constraints, relationships, and goals in order 

to make conjectures about the form and meaning of the solution and plan a solution pathway. 

They will be able to consider comparable problems, and try special cases and simpler forms 

of the original problem in order to gain insight into its solution. They will monitor and 



evaluate their progress and change course if necessary. Students will explain 

correspondences between equations, verbal descriptions, tables, and graphs or draw diagrams 

of important features and relationships, graph data, and search for regularity or trends. 

Younger students might rely on using concrete objects or pictures to help conceptualize and 

solve a problem. Students should be able to check their answers to problems using a different 

method, and ask themselves, “Does this make sense?” They will be able to understand the 

approaches of others to solving complex problems and identify correspondences between 

different approaches. 

2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively. 

Students will be able to make sense of quantities and their relationships in problem 

situations. They will use quantitative reasoning to create a coherent representation and use 

symbols to represent the problem at hand.  They will consider the units involved and apply 

different properties of operations and objects.  

3. Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others. 

 Students will be able to understand and use stated assumptions, definitions, and previously 

established results in constructing arguments. They will analyze situations by breaking them 

into cases, and then recognize and use counterexamples. They will justify their conclusions, 

communicate them to others, and respond to the arguments of others. Students will compare 

the effectiveness of two arguments, distinguish correct logic or reasoning from that which is 

flawed, and—if there is a flaw in an argument—explain what it is.  Students at all grades will 

be able to listen or read the arguments of others, decide whether they make sense, and ask 

useful questions to clarify or improve the arguments.  

4. Model with mathematics. 

 Students will apply the mathematics they know to solve problems arising in everyday life, 

society, and the workplace. They will apply what they know and be comfortable making 

assumptions and approximations to simplify a complicated situation, realizing that these may 

need revision later. They will be able to identify important quantities in a practical situation 

and map their relationships using such tools as diagrams, two-way tables, graphs, flowcharts 

and formulas. They will analyze those relationships mathematically to draw conclusions. 

They will routinely interpret their mathematical results in the context of the situation and 

reflect on whether the results make sense, possibly improving the model if it has not served 

its purpose. 

5. Use appropriate tools strategically. 

Students will consider the available tools when solving a mathematical problem. These tools 

might include pencil and paper, concrete models, a ruler, a protractor, a calculator, a 

spreadsheet, a computer algebra system, or computer software. Students will be sufficiently 

familiar with tools appropriate for their grade or course to make sound decisions about when 

each of these tools might be helpful, recognizing both the insight to be gained and their 

limitations.   Students will be able to use technological tools to explore and deepen their 

understanding of concepts.  



6. Attend to precision. 

Students will try to communicate precisely to others by using clear definitions in discussion 

with others and in their own reasoning. They will state the meaning of the symbols they 

choose, including using the equal sign consistently and appropriately. They will be careful 

about specifying units of measure, and labeling axes to clarify the correspondence with 

quantities in a problem. They will calculate accurately and efficiently and express numerical 

answers with a degree of precision appropriate for the problem context.  

7.  Look for and make use of structure. 

Students will be able to look closely to discern a pattern or structure. They will also be able 

to step back for an overview and shift perspective. They will see complicated things as single 

objects or as being composed of several objects 

8. Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning.  

Students will be able to notice if calculations are repeated, and look both for general methods 

and for shortcuts. They will look for patterns that might lead them to a general formula.  As 

they work to solve a problem, they will maintain oversight of the process, while attending to 

the details. They will continually evaluate the reasonableness of their intermediate results. 

 

 

SCHOOL WIDE MUSIC GOALS 
 

 Students will use their voices to sing God’s praises. 

 Students will value and respect their own musical efforts and those of others.  They will 

appreciate various types of music and will conduct themselves well as performers and as 

audience members. 

 Students will read music notation and will exercise musical creativity by composing short 

pieces, writing lyrics, and improvising melodies and accompaniments. 

 Students will develop skills in playing pitched and unpitched rhythm instruments, recorders, 

and tone chimes. 

 Students will identify by sight and sound the various families of instruments (string, 

woodwind, brass and percussion). 

 Students will listen to music with focused attention, and will identify dynamic levels, tempos, 

high and low pitches, and a melody line; they will use appropriate music vocabulary to 

describe music. 

 Students will research the lives, times, and contributions of various composers and the 

history of opera and related subjects. 

 Students will understand music relative to its historical and cultural significance, and will 

understand the relationships between music and the other arts. 

 

 

 

 



 

SCHOOL WIDE PHYSICAL EDUCATION GOALS  
 

 Students will develop an awareness of the body and its function through movement and 

exercise. 

 Students will develop an awareness and understanding of the importance of life-long physical 

fitness. 

 Students will be provided with opportunities to learn life-long recreational skills. 

 Students will understand the rules of the games and sports played. 

 Students will develop sportsmanship and respect toward one another. 

 Students will participate in organized and unorganized play in a cooperative spirit. 

 Students will recognize that physical exercise is an important aspect of a healthy mental 

attitude. 

 Students will acquire and develop desirable traits of health concepts and a wholesome, well-

integrated personality. 
 

 

SCHOOL WIDE RELIGION GOALS  

 

 Students will demonstrate by word and action a commitment to living the Gospel values. 

 Students will apply knowledge of Catholic dogma, Scripture, Church history, and traditions to 

their daily experiences. 

 Students will lead a sacramental life. 

 Students will experience planning and participating in liturgies. 

 Students will develop an ongoing personal relationship with God. 

 Students will join in the mission spirit of the Church. 

 Students will recognize their responsibility to help build a world of peace and justice. 
 Students will show respect for God's creation. 

 Students will show a readiness to share their faith. 
 

 

 

 

SCHOOL WIDE SCIENCE GOALS 
 

Scientific and Engineering Practices 

These practices will be used across grade levels and across topics in science. 

 Asking questions and defining problems 

 Planning and carrying out investigations 

 Analyzing and interpreting data 

 Developing and using models 

 Constructing explanations and designing solutions 



 Engaging in argument from evidence 

 Using mathematics and computational thinking 

 Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information 

Disciplinary Core Ideas 

These main areas of study will be learned at increasing levels of complexity in primary, 

intermediate, and junior high levels.   

 Physical Science 

o Matter and its interactions 

o Motion and stability: forces and interactions 

o Energy 

o Waves and their applications in technologies for information transfer 

 Life Science 

o From molecules to organisms: structures and processes 

o Ecosystems: interactions, energy, and dynamics 

o Heredity: inheritance and variation of traits 

o Biological evolution: unity and diversity 

 Earth and Space Science 

o Earth’s place in the universe 

o Earth’s systems 

o Earth and human activity 

 Engineering, Technology, and the Application of Science 

o Engineering design 

o Links among engineering, technology, science, and society  

 

 



SCHOOL WIDE SOCIAL STUDIES GOALS 
 Students will identify and describe the economic, cultural, political and ecological connections 

within the global community. 

 Students will recognize and exercise their responsibilities of citizenship in a democracy. 

 Students will research our nation's past and relate it to the ever-changing world. 

 Students will demonstrate an understanding of the five fundamental themes of geography: 

o location 

o description of place 

o people and their environment 

o movement 

o region 

 Students will recognize the connection which exists between social studies, history, geography 

AND literature, art, music and theology. 

 Students will identify and utilize community resources. 

 Students will demonstrate a working knowledge of world, national, state and local history and 

geography. 

 Students will show interest in daily events occurring locally, nationally and globally. 

 

 
SPANISH SCHOOL WIDE GOALS 

(from the National Standards for Foreign Language Learning) 

 

 Students will engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and 

emotions, and exchange opinions. 

 Students will understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of topics. 

 Students will present information, concepts, and ideas to an audience of listeners or readers 

on a variety of topics. 

 Students will demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the practices and 

perspectives of the culture studied. 

 Students will demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the products and 

perspectives of the culture studied. 

 Students will reinforce and further their knowledge of other disciplines through the foreign 

language. 

 Students will acquire information and recognize the distinctive viewpoints that are only 

available through the foreign language and its culture. 

 Students will demonstrate understanding of the nature of language through comparison of the 

language studied and their own. 

 Students will demonstrate understanding of the concept of culture through comparisons of 

the cultures studied and their own. 

 Students will use the language both within and beyond the school setting. 

 Students will show evidence of becoming life-long learners by using the language for 

personal enjoyment and enrichment. 

 

 



LEARNING CONSULTANT 
 

The Resource Room is available to all students diagnosed with learning disabilities and medical 

conditions that affect academics. It is also available to students who are struggling in the 

classroom and might benefit from one-on-one, small group, or additional help while being 

monitored for possible learning problems.  

The main goal of the Learning Consultant in the Resource Room at St. Joseph School is to serve 

as an advocate for those students with diagnosed learning disabilities and medical conditions that 

cause obstacles in learning and to assist the parents of those students throughout the school years.  

The Learning Consultant:  

 guides the parents when making the initial testing decisions, including speech 

 administers and completes the packets for testing through the Special School District or 

private testing 

 attends Service Plan meetings with parents 

 attends conferences and other meetings concerning the Resource Room students  

 develops profiles on each student for the teachers 

 serves as a resource to the teachers and students 

 monitors assignment book completion daily throughout the year 

 schedules meetings between teachers, parents, Learning Consultant, and/or testing centers 

 monitors current paperwork for diagnosed students 

 supervises daily activities in the Resource Room (tests, ITBS testing, reviews, tutoring, 

Oasis,  reteaching of lessons, etc.) 

The Learning Consultant monitors students suspected of having possible learning concerns.  

Students are monitored through the use of the Resource Room until the area of concern is 

decreased or the student is tested. The students are also monitored for progress in their academic 

areas. 

 

 

LIBRARY MEDIA PROGRAM 
 

Educational experiences gained through the school library media program will assure that 

students know and can demonstrate how to: 

 Select an essential research question or topic using given information and narrow topics as 

necessary. 

 Use alphabetical order in reference and search sources (i.e. dictionary, encyclopedia, indexes, 

catalog). 

 Search for materials by author, title, subject, or keyword, and search catalogs (online or print) 

with minimal assistance. 

 Independently select resources (print, non-print, electronic) that are appropriate to topic. 

 Follow a research plan established by the teacher. 

 Use search tools (indexes, main menus, keywords), parts of a book (table of contents, 

glossaries, bibliography) and apply Boolean logic for database searches. 



 Demonstrate an ability to synthesize retrieved material into a meaningful product. 

 Analyze research process after completion of an assignment and adjust search strategies. 

 Prepare bibliography, citing sources according to established methods. 

 

 

 

ART 
Seventh Grade 

 

Goals: 

 Students will learn to use new materials and processes to create 2-D and 3-D artworks to 

create a desired effect. 

 Students will examine how cultures and religion have influenced major works of art from 

select artists and time periods. 

 Students will explain their preference for specific works of art using proper art vocabulary, 

and their knowledge of the elements of art and principles of design. 

 Students will learn there are a variety of art related career opportunities. 

 Students will explore artworks in historical perspective, and gain a greater appreciation for 

what is of value in an artwork. 

 Students will learn how to evaluate their art and make decisions on what they would do to 

improve the work of art. 

 Students will study a range of subject matter, symbols, and ideas. 

 

Content Topics:  Knowledge/Skills/Values 

 Learn and use new art materials that are introduced at this grade level correctly. 

 Know how to create art with clay using a variety of clay building techniques. 

 Create art reflecting the influence of their religion. 

 Identify the area of emphasis in a work of art. 

 Understand that different art media can produce different effects. 

 Learn how technology can be used in art. 

 Develop time management skills for multi-step art projects. 

 Demonstrate art criticism skills. 

 Learn two point perspectives. 

 Know and use color theory. 

 

 



COMPUTER 
Grade Seven 

 

GOALS: 

 Become knowledgeable about computer care.  

 Learn computer skills to reinforce seventh grade academic curriculum through the use of 

Chrome Books.  

 

CONTENT TOPICS:  

 Computer terminology  

 Care and use of computer equipment, IPads, Chrome Books, Cameras, CDs and flash drives  

 Research skills 

 Google Docs  Word  Sheets  Slides  

 Letters 

 Various Software  

 Promethean and Smart Board Presentations  

 Movie Maker  

 

RESOURCES:  

Computer Lab/Media Rooms  

Chrome Books  

Windows 2010  

Movie Maker Office 2007 Professional 

Smart Board and Promethean Boards 

Digital cameras, scanners, printers, flip cameras and IPads 

 

HOME ACTIVITIES:  

Encourage your children to follow computer care guidelines: keep computer area in order; keep 

magnetic sources, food, and drink (etc.) away from computer.  

Explain the difference between educational software and games that are made for computers.  

Encourage your children to save their work on Google Docs.or removable flash drives Make it 

possible for your children to practice keyboard skills at home if they want to. See if your children 

would be interested in taking a coding class over the summer. 

Make sure that your computer meets “system requirements” before you purchase new software. 

Ask your friends what software and web sites that they have found helpful to their children. 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

LANGUAGE ARTS 
 

Conventions of Standard English (Language) 

Students will demonstrate a command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and 

usage when writing and speaking. 

 Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and their function in specific sentences 

Students will demonstrate the command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

 Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g., It was a fascinating, enjoyable movie 

but not He wore an old green shirt). 

 Spell correctly. 

Students will use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 

listening. 

 Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing and eliminating 

wordiness and redundancy. 

Knowledge of Language (Language) 

Students will determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 

phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

 Use context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

 Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 

thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word to determine or 

clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

 Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (by checking the 

inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

Vocabulary Use and Acquisition (Language) 

Students will demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances 

in word meanings. 

 Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary, biblical, and mythological allusions) in context. 

 Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonym/antonym, analogy) to better 

understand each of the words. 

 Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations 

(definitions). 

Students will acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-

specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 

important to comprehension or expression. 

 

 

 



Comprehension and Collaboration (Speaking and Listening) 

Students will engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 

and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ 

ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

 Come to discussions prepared having read or researched material; explicitly draw on that 

preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas 

under discussion. 

 Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with 

relevant observations and ideas that bring the discussion back on topic as needed. 

 Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, modify their own 

views. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas (Speaking and Listening) 

Students will present claims and findings, emphasize salient points in a focused, coherent 

manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and examples; use appropriate eye contact, 

adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

Students will include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations to clarify 

claims and findings and emphasize salient points. 

Students will adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal 

English when indicated or appropriate. 

Key Ideas and Details (Reading) 

Students will cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

Students will determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the 

course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text. 

Students will analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting 

shapes the characters or plot). 

Craft and Structure (Reading) 

Students will determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative and connotative meanings; analyze impact of rhymes and other repetition of sounds 

(e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of story or drama. 

Students will analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) 

contributes to its meaning. 

Students will analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different 

characters or narrators in a text. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas (Reading) 

Students will compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a 

historical account of the same period as a means of understanding how authors of fiction use or 

alter history. 

Text Types and Purposes (Writing) 

Students will write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, 

and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

 Introduce a topic clearly; organize ideas, concepts, and information, include formatting, 

graphics, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 



 Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 

information and examples. 

 Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and 

concepts. 

 Use precise language to inform or explain a topic. 

 Establish and maintain a formal style. 

 Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or 

explanation presented. 

Students will write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

techniques, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 

 Engage the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a narrator 

and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. 

 Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, 

events and/or characters. 

 Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts 

from one time frame or setting to another. 

 Use precise words or phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture 

the action and convey experiences and events. 

 Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events. 

Production and Distribution of Writing (Writing)  

Students will produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 

style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Students will develop and strengthen, with some guidance and support from peers and adults, 

writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on 

how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 

Students will use technology, including the internet, to produce and publish writing and interact 

and collaborate with others. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge (Writing) 

Students will conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources 

and generating additional related, focused questions for further research and investigation. 

Students will gather relevant information from multiple print and digital resources, using search 

terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the 

data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for 

citation. 

Students will draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 

and research. 

Range of Writing (Writing) 

Students will routinely write over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline 

specific tasks, purposes, and audiences 

 

 



MATH 

 

 
Ratios and proportional relationships. 

Students will be able to analyze proportional relationships and use them to solve real-world and 

mathematical problems.  

 Compute unit rates associated with ratios of fractions, including ratios of lengths, areas and 

other quantities measured in like or different units.  

 Recognize and represent proportional relationships between quantities. 

 Decide whether two quantities are in a proportional relationship, e.g., by testing for 

equivalent ratios in a table or graphing on a coordinate plane and observing whether the 

graph is a straight line through the origin.  

 Identify the constant of proportionality (unit rate) in tables, graphs, equations, diagrams, and 

verbal descriptions of proportional relationships.  

o  Represent proportional relationships by equations.  

 Use proportional relationships to solve multistep ratio and percent problems. Examples: 

simple interest, tax, markups and markdowns, gratuities and commissions, fees, percent 

increase and decrease, percent error.  

The Number System  

Students will apply and extend previous understandings of operations with fractions to add, 

subtract, multiply, and divide rational numbers.  

 Apply and extend previous understandings of addition and subtraction to add and subtract 

rational numbers; represent addition and subtraction on a horizontal or vertical number line 

diagram.  

 Describe situations in which opposite quantities combine to make 0. For example, a 

hydrogen atom has 0 charge because its two constituents are oppositely charged. 

 Understand p + q as the number located a distance |q| from p, in the positive or negative 

direction depending on whether q is positive or negative. Show that a number and its 

opposite have a sum of 0 (are additive inverses). Interpret sums of rational numbers by 

describing real-world contexts. 

 Understand subtraction of rational numbers as adding the additive inverse, p – q = p + (–q). 

Show that the distance between two rational numbers on the number line is the absolute 

value of their difference, and apply this principle in real-world contexts.  

 Apply properties of operations as strategies to add and subtract rational numbers. 

 Apply and extend previous understandings of multiplication and division and of fractions to 

multiply and divide rational numbers. 

o Understand that multiplication is extended from fractions to rational numbers by 

requiring that operations continue to satisfy the properties of operations, particularly 

the distributive property, leading to products such as (–1)(–1) = 1 and the rules for 



multiplying signed numbers. Interpret products of rational numbers by describing 

real-world contexts.  

o Understand that integers can be divided, provided that the divisor is not zero, and 

every quotient of integers (with non-zero divisor) is a rational number. If p and q are 

integers, then –(p/q) = (–p)/q = p/(–q). Interpret quotients of rational numbers by 

describing real world context. 

o Apply properties of operations as strategies to multiply and divide rational numbers.  

o Convert a rational number to a decimal using long division; know that the decimal 

form of a rational number terminates in 0s or eventually repeats. 

 Solve real-world and mathematical problems involving the four operations with rational 

numbers 

Expressions and Equations 

Students will be able to use properties of operations to generate equivalent expressions. 

 Apply properties of operations as strategies to add, subtract, factor, and expand linear 

expressions with rational coefficients.  

 Understand that rewriting an expression in different forms in a problem context can shed 

light on the problem and how the quantities in it are related. For example, a + 0.05a = 1.05a 

means that “increase by 5%” is the same as “multiply by 1.05.” Solve real-life and 

mathematical problems using numerical and algebraic expressions and equations. 

 Solve multi-step real-life and mathematical problems posed with positive and negative 

rational numbers in any form (whole numbers, fractions, and decimals), using tools 

strategically. Apply properties of operations to calculate with numbers in any form; convert 

between forms as appropriate; and assess the reasonableness of answers using mental 

computation and estimation strategies. For example: If a woman making $25 an hour gets a 

10% raise, she will make an additional 1/10 of her salary an hour, or $2.50, for a new salary 

of $27.50. If you want to place a towel bar 9 3/4 inches long in the center of a door that is 27 

1/2 inches wide, you will need to place the bar about 9 inches from each edge; this estimate 

can be used as a check on the exact computation.  

 Use variables to represent quantities in a real-world or mathematical problem, and construct 

simple equations and inequalities to solve problems by reasoning about the quantities. 

o Solve word problems leading to equations of the form px + q = r and p(x + q) = r, 

where p, q, and r are specific rational numbers. Solve equations of these forms 

fluently. Compare an algebraic solution to an arithmetic solution, identifying the 

sequence of the operations used in each approach. For example, the perimeter of a 

rectangle is 54 cm. Its length is 6 cm. What is its width? 

o Solve word problems leading to inequalities of the form px + q > r or px + q < r, 

where p, q, and r are specific rational numbers. Graph the solution set of the 

inequality and interpret it in the context of the problem. For example: As a 

salesperson, you are paid $50 per week plus $3 per sale. This week you want your 



pay to be at least $100. Write an inequality for the number of sales you need to make, 

and describe the solutions.  

Geometry  

Students will be able to draw, construct, and describe geometrical figures and describe the 

relationships between them.  

 Solve problems involving scale drawings of geometric figures, including computing actual 

lengths and areas from a scale drawing and reproducing a scale drawing at a different scale. 

 Draw (freehand, with ruler and protractor, and with technology) geometric shapes with given 

conditions. Focus on constructing triangles from three measures of angles or sides, noticing 

when the conditions determine a unique triangle, more than one triangle, or no triangle. 

 Describe the two-dimensional figures that result from slicing three dimensional figures, as in 

plane sections of right rectangular prisms and right rectangular pyramids. Solve real-life and 

mathematical problems involving angle measure, area, surface area, and volume. 

 Know the formulas for the area and circumference of a circle and use them to solve 

problems; give an informal derivation of the relationship between the circumference and area 

of a circle. 

 Use facts about supplementary, complementary, vertical, and adjacent angles in a multi-step 

problem to write and solve simple equations for an unknown angle in a figure. 

 Solve real-world and mathematical problems involving area, volume and surface area of two- 

and three-dimensional objects composed of triangles, quadrilaterals, polygons, cubes, and 

right prisms.  

Statistics and Probability 

Students will be able to use random sampling to draw inferences about a population.  

 Understand that statistics can be used to gain information about a population by examining a 

sample of the population; generalizations about a population from a sample are valid only if 

the sample is representative of that population. Understand that random sampling tends to 

produce representative samples and support valid inferences.  

 Use data from a random sample to draw inferences about a population with an unknown 

characteristic of interest. Generate multiple samples (or simulated samples) of the same size 

to gauge the variation in estimates or predictions. For example, estimate the mean word 

length in a book by randomly sampling words from the book; predict the winner of a school 

election based on randomly sampled survey data. Gauge how far off the estimate or 

prediction might be. Draw informal comparative inferences about two populations. 

 Informally assess the degree of visual overlap of two numerical data distributions with 

similar variabilities, measuring the difference between the centers by expressing it as a 

multiple of a measure of variability. For example, the mean height of players on the 

basketball team is 10 cm greater than the mean height of players on the soccer team, about 

twice the variability (mean absolute deviation) on either team; on a dot plot, the separation 

between the two distributions of heights is noticeable.  



 Use measures of center and measures of variability for numerical data from random samples 

to draw informal comparative inferences about two populations. For example, decide 

whether the words in a chapter of a seventh-grade science book are generally longer than the 

words in a chapter of a fourth-grade science book. Investigate chance processes and develop, 

use, and evaluate probability models. 

 Understand that the probability of a chance event is a number between 0 and 1 that expresses 

the likelihood of the event occurring. Larger numbers indicate greater likelihood. A 

probability near 0 indicates an unlikely event, a probability around 1/2 indicates an event that 

is neither unlikely nor likely, and a probability near 1 indicates a likely event.  

 Approximate the probability of a chance event by collecting data on the chance process that 

produces it and observing its long-run relative frequency, and predict the approximate 

relative frequency given the probability. For example, when rolling a number cube 600 times, 

predict that a 3 or 6 would be rolled roughly 200 times, but probably not exactly 200 times.  

 Develop a probability model and use it to find probabilities of events. Compare probabilities 

from a model to observed frequencies; if the agreement is not good, explain possible sources 

of the discrepancy. 

o Develop a uniform probability model by assigning equal probability to all outcomes, 

and use the model to determine probabilities of events. For example, if a student is 

selected at random from a class, find the probability that Jane will be selected and the 

probability that a girl will be selected.  

o Develop a probability model (which may not be uniform) by observing frequencies in 

data generated from a chance process. For example, find the approximate probability 

that a spinning penny will land heads up or that a tossed paper cup will land open-end 

down. Do the outcomes for the spinning penny appear to be equally likely based on 

the observed frequencies? 

 Find probabilities of compound events using organized lists, tables, tree diagrams, and 

simulation. 

o Understand that, just as with simple events, the probability of a compound event is 

the fraction of outcomes in the sample space for which the compound event occurs.  

o Represent sample spaces for compound events using methods such as organized lists, 

tables and tree diagrams. For an event described in everyday language (e.g., “rolling 

double sixes”), identify the outcomes in the sample space which compose the event.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MUSIC 
Seventh Grade 

 

GOALS: 

 Students will use their voices to sing God’s praises. 

 Students will value and respect their own musical efforts and those of others.  They will 

appreciate various types of music and will conduct themselves well as performers and as 

audience members. 

 Students will read music notation and will exercise musical creativity by composing short 

pieces, writing lyrics, and improvising melodies and accompaniments. 

 Students will develop skills in playing pitched and unpitched rhythm instruments, recorders, 

and tone chimes. 

 Students will identify by sight and sound the various families of instruments (string, 

woodwind, brass and percussion). 

 Students will listen to music with focused attention, and will identify dynamic levels, tempos, 

high and low pitches, and a melody line; they will use appropriate music vocabulary to 

describe music. 

 Students will research the lives, times, and contributions of various composers and the 

history of opera and related subjects. 

 Students will understand music relative to its historical and cultural significance, and will 

understand the relationships between music and the other arts. 

 

CONTENT TOPICS: 

 Develop musical sense and sensitivity. 

 Experience singing in tune. 

 Increase awareness of steady beat. 

 Acquire skills to sight-read rhythmic patterns. 

 Understand correct phrasing from notation. 

 Determine form from notation and listening. 

 Appreciate differences in timbre of various voice types. 

 Appreciate differences in timbre of specific instruments. 

 Become familiar with how choice of instruments and elements (rhythm, dynamics, tempo, 

etc.) can affect music. 

 Understand relationship of words and mood to performance style. 

 Appreciate religious, historical, and cultural aspects of music. 

 Gain increased appreciation for music and processes involved. 

 

RESOURCES: 

Steinway grand piano 

Electronic keyboard 

Tone chimes, resonator bells 

Pitched and unpitched percussion instruments 

Hymnals 

Music textbooks 

Sacred and secular songbooks 



Octavos/anthems 

Rhythm practice books 

Metronome 

Music K-8 magazine 

Encyclopedias 

Reference books 

Music-related storybooks 

Computer 

Overhead projector and screen 

Television, VCR, CD/cassette/record players/DVD player 

Compact discs, cassettes, LP records, videos 

Globe 

Easel 

Music-related games 

 

HOME ACTIVITIES: 

Attend performances of popular groups in which your child shows an interest. 

Read and talk about music reviews in newspapers. 

Listen to classical music radio programs produced especially for children. 

Express high, but realistic, expectations. 

Make flash cards for material being covered in Music class. 

Establish a routine for homework. 

Set an example by singing at church. 

Ask your child what he/she did in Music class this week. 

Talk about music used at church, weddings, sporting events. 

Participate in recitals for relatives, friends, and neighbors. 

Attend recitals of relatives, friends, and neighbors. 

Listen to a variety of music at home and in the car. 

Attend recitals of relatives, friends, and neighbors. 

Listen to a variety of music at home and in the car. 

Check out compact discs and videos (even those you may not prefer) from the public library. 

Listen to a particular piece of music and talk about the reasons you and your child may like or 

dislike it. 

Attend music performances at grade schools, high schools, colleges/universities, and 

municipalities. 

Attend performances by community bands, choruses, and orchestras, the St. Louis Philharmonic 

Orchestra, the Saint Louis Symphony Youth Orchestra, the Saint Louis Symphony Orchestra, the 

Fox, the Muny.  Many performances are free or are very inexpensive. 

Talk about music used at church, weddings, sporting events. 

Participate in recitals for relatives, friends, and neighbors. 

 

 



PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Seventh Grade 

 

GOALS: 

 Students will safely and skillfully use a variety of equipment 

 Students will exhibit the desire to explore space through controlled movement. 

 Students will participate in sport lead up activities and skill development games for learning, 

exercising, and enjoyment 

 Students will develop an understanding of fitness and healthy living. 

 Students will begin to form strategies and be able to trouble shoot problems during skill 

development. 

 Students will demonstrate respect, positive sportsmanship, and always give their best effort. 

 

 

CONTENT TOPICS: 

 Practice Christ-like behavior in class and during athletic competition 

 Demonstrate movement concepts and principles for the learning and development of motor 

skills 

 Develop a progression from simple to complex while learning skills 

 Develop and practice aspects of fitness 

 

RESOURCES 

  

Balls  Carpet squares  Hoops  Beanbags Parachute  

Jump ropes Tumbling mats Net  Bats  Scooters  

Frisbees Cones   Goals  Scoops  Paddles  

Music 

 

 

 

RELIGION 
Seventh Grade 

 

GOALS: 

 Students will demonstrate by word and action a commitment to living the Gospel values. 

 Students will experience planning and participating in liturgies. 

 Students will identify the values by which people live. 

 Students will show respect for the emotional and physical changes that they will be 

experiencing. 

 Students will demonstrate commitment to gospel values by serving others through the parish 

Outreach program. 

   

CONTENT TOPICS: 

 New Testament 

 Scripture 



 Modern social workers 

 Ten Commandments 

 Beatitudes 

 Paschal Mystery 

 Prayer 

 Mary 

 Seven Sacraments 

 Liturgical seasons 

 Formal and personal prayer 

 Rosary/Divine Mercy Chaplet 

 Stations of the Cross 

 Eucharistic Adoration 

 Retreats 

 Family Life 

 Community outreach  & service projects 

 Corporal Works of Mercy 

 

RESOURCES: 

Bibles 

New Testament 

Liturgy and Worship 

Various Sadlier textbooks 

Chastity Education materials with parents permission 

Safe Touch Program 

  

HOME ACTIVITIES: 

Attend weekend Mass 

Discuss weekly Scripture 

Pray as a family 

Practice Christian behavior 

  



SCIENCE 

 

Physical Sciences 

Structure and Properties of Matter 

What Students Will Demonstrate 

Core Ideas 

 Develop models to describe the atomic composition of simple molecules and extended 

structures. 

 Gather and make sense of information to describe that synthetic materials come from natural 

resources and impact society. 

 Develop a model that predicts and describes changes in particle motion, temperature, and 

state of a pure substance when thermal energy is added or removed. 

 

Structure and Properties of Matter  

 Substances are made from different types of atoms, which combine with one another in 

various ways. Atoms form molecules that range in size from two to thousands of atoms. 

 Each pure substance has characteristic physical and chemical properties (for any bulk 

quantity under given conditions) that can be used to identify it.  

 Gases and liquids are made of molecules or inert atoms that are moving about relative to each 

other.  

 In a liquid, the molecules are constantly in contact with others; in a gas, they are widely 

spaced except when they happen to collide. In a solid, atoms are closely spaced and may 

vibrate in position but do not change relative locations. 

 Solids may be formed from molecules, or they may be extended structures with repeating 

subunits (e.g., crystals).  

 The changes of state that occur with variations in temperature or pressure can be described 

and predicted using these models of matter.  

 

Chemical Reactions 

 Substances react chemically in characteristic ways. In a chemical process, the atoms that 

make up the original substances are regrouped into different molecules, and these new 

substances have different properties from those of the reactants.  

 

Definitions of Energy  

 The term “heat” as used in everyday language refers both to thermal energy (the motion of 

atoms or molecules within a substance) and the transfer of that thermal energy from one 

object to another. In science, heat is used only for this second meaning; it refers to the energy 

transferred due to the temperature difference between two objects.  

 The temperature of a system is proportional to the average internal kinetic energy and 

potential energy per atom or molecule (whichever is the appropriate building block for the 

system’s material). The details of that relationship depend on the type of atom or molecule 

and the interactions among the atoms in the material. Temperature is not a direct measure of 

a system's total thermal energy. The total thermal energy (sometimes called the total internal 



energy) of a system depends jointly on the temperature, the total number of atoms in the 

system, and the state of the material.  

 
Chemical Reactions 

What Students Will Demonstrate 

Core Ideas 

 Analyze and interpret data on the properties of substances before and after the substances 

interact to determine if a chemical reaction has occurred. 

 Develop and use a model to describe how the total number of atoms does not change in a 

chemical reaction and thus mass is conserved.  

 Undertake a design project to construct, test, and modify a device that either releases or 

absorbs thermal energy by chemical processes. 

 

Structure and Properties of Matter 

 Each pure substance has characteristic physical and chemical properties (for any bulk 

quantity under given conditions) that can be used to identify it.  

 

Chemical Reactions 

 Substances react chemically in characteristic ways. In a chemical process, the atoms that 

make up the original substances are regrouped into different molecules, and these new 

substances have different properties from those of the reactants. 

 The total number of each type of atom is conserved, and thus the mass does not change. 

 Some chemical reactions release energy, others store energy. 

 

Developing Possible Solutions  

 A solution needs to be tested, and then modified on the basis of the test results, in order to 

improve it.  

 

Optimizing the Design Solution 

 Although one design may not perform the best across all tests, identifying the characteristics 

of the design that performed the best in each test can provide useful information for the 

redesign process—that is, some of the characteristics may be incorporated into the new 

design.  

 The iterative process of testing the most promising solutions and modifying what is proposed 

on the basis of the test results leads to greater refinement and ultimately to an optimal 

solution. 

  



Forces and Interactions 

What Students Will Demonstrate 

Core Ideas 

 Apply Newton’s Third Law to design a solution to a problem involving the motion of two 

colliding objects. 

 Plan an investigation to provide evidence that the change in an object’s motion depends on 

the sum of the forces on the object and the mass of the object. 

 Ask questions about data to determine the factors that affect the strength of electric and 

magnetic forces. 

  Construct and present arguments using evidence to support the claim that gravitational 

interactions are attractive and depend on the masses of interacting objects. 

  Conduct an investigation and evaluate the experimental design to provide evidence that 

fields exist between objects exerting forces on each other even though the objects are not in 

contact.  

 Forces and Motion  

 For any pair of interacting objects, the force exerted by the first object on the second object is 

equal in strength to the force that the second object exerts on the first, but in the opposite 

direction (Newton’s third law).  

 The motion of an object is determined by the sum of the forces acting on it; if the total force 

on the object is not zero, its motion will change. The greater the mass of the object, the 

greater the force needed to achieve the same change in motion. For any given object, a larger 

force causes a larger change in motion. 

 All positions of objects and the directions of forces and motions must be described in an 

arbitrarily chosen reference frame and arbitrarily chosen units of size. In order to share 

information with other people, these choices must also be shared.  

 Types of Interactions 

 Electric and magnetic (electromagnetic) forces can be attractive or repulsive, and their sizes 

depend on the magnitudes of the charges, currents, or magnetic strengths involved and on the 

distances between the interacting objects.  

 Gravitational forces are always attractive. There is a gravitational force between any two 

masses, but it is very small except when one or both of the objects have large mass—e.g., 

Earth and the sun.  

 Forces that act at a distance (electric, magnetic, and gravitational) can be explained by fields 

that extend through space and can be mapped by their effect on a test object (a charged 

object, or a ball, respectively). 

 



Energy 

What Students Will Demonstrate 

Core Ideas 

 Construct and interpret graphical displays of data to describe the relationships of kinetic 

energy to the mass of an object and to the speed of an object. 

 Develop a model to describe that when the arrangement of objects interacting at a distance 

changes, different amounts of potential energy are stored in the system. 

 Apply scientific principles to design, construct, and test a device that either minimizes or 

maximizes thermal energy transfer. 

 Plan an investigation to determine the relationships among the energy transferred, the type of 

matter, the mass, and the change in the average kinetic energy of the particles as measured by 

the temperature of the sample.  

 Construct, use, and present arguments to support the claim that when the kinetic energy of an 

object changes, energy is transferred to or from the object. 

Definitions of Energy 

 Motion energy is properly called kinetic energy; it is proportional to the mass of the moving 

object and grows with the square of its speed.  

 A system of objects may also contain stored (potential) energy, depending on their relative 

positions. 

 Temperature is a measure of the average kinetic energy of particles of matter. The 

relationship between the temperature and the total energy of a system depends on the types, 

states, and amounts of matter present. 

Conservation of Energy and Energy Transfer  

 When the motion energy of an object changes, there is inevitably some other change in 

energy at the same time.  

 When the amount of energy transfer needed to change the temperature of a matter sample by 

a given amount depends on the nature of the matter, the size of the sample, and the 

environment. 

 Energy is spontaneously transferred out of hotter regions or objects and into colder ones.  

Relationship Between Energy and Forces   

 When two objects interact, each one exerts a force on the other that can cause energy to be 

transferred to or from the object.  

Defining and Delimiting an Engineering Problem  

 The more precisely a design task’s criteria and constraints can be defined, the more likely it 

is that the designed solution will be successful. Specification of constraints includes 

consideration of scientific principles and other relevant knowledge that is likely to limit 

possible solutions.  

Developing Possible Solutions  

 A solution needs to be tested, and then modified on the basis of the test results in order to 

improve it. There are systematic processes for evaluating solutions with respect to how well 

they meet criteria and constraints of a problem.  

 

 



 

Waves and Electromagnetic Radiation 

What Students Will Demonstrate 

Core Ideas 

 Use mathematical representations to describe a simple model for waves that includes how the 

amplitude of a wave is related to the energy in a wave. 

 Develop and use a model to describe that waves are reflected, absorbed, or transmitted 

through various materials. 

 Integrate qualitative scientific and technical information to support the claim that digitized 

signals are a more reliable way to encode and transmit information than analog signals.  

Wave Properties  

 A simple wave has a repeating pattern with a specific wavelength, frequency, and amplitude.  

 A sound wave needs a medium through which it is transmitted.  

Electromagnetic Radiation  

 When light shines on an object, it is reflected, absorbed, or transmitted through the object, 

depending on the object’s material and the frequency (color) of the light.  

 The path that light travels can be traced as straight lines, except at surfaces between different 

transparent materials (e.g., air and water, air and glass) where the light path bends.  

 A wave model of light is useful for explaining brightness, color, and the frequency-

dependent bending of light at a surface between media. However, because light can travel 

through space, it cannot be a matter wave, like sound or water waves.  

Information Technologies and Instrumentation  

 Digitized signals (sent as wave pulses) are a more reliable way to encode and transmit 

information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SOCIAL STUDIES 
Seventh Grade 

 

Government 

 Analyze responsibilities governments and citizens need to accept to become effective in a 

republic. 

 Compare and contrast the following: limited government, rule of law, majority rule, and 

minority rights. 

 Evaluate constructive processes or methods for resolving conflicts. 

History 

 Evaluate the importance of the discovery, exploration, and early settlement of America. 

 Interpret the American Revolution, including the perspectives of patriots and loyalists and 

factors that explain why the American colonists were successful. 

 Identify political, economical, and social causes of the Civil War and Reconstruction. 

Economy 

 Explain the consequences of personal and public economic decisions. 

 Interpret the past, explain the present, and predict future consequences of economic 

decisions. 

Geography 

 Use geographic research sources to process and report information to solve problems. 

 Construct maps. 

 Locate major cities and nations of the world in historical context. 

 Locate the major topographic features of the United States. 

 Locate and describe geographic places, using absolute and relative location, especially as 

people were able to define them more accurately. 

 Explain physical characteristics, such as climate, topography, relationship to water, and 

ecosystems. 

 Explain human characteristics, such as people’s education, language, diversity, economies, 

religions, settlement patterns, ethnic background and political system. 

 Describe how physical processes shape the physical environment. 

 Describe a variety of ecosystems, and explain where they may be found and how physical 

processes and human activities may change them. 

 Identify and describe world-wide patterns of resource distribution. 

 Identify and explain environmental consequences of how people use resources from 

historical examples. 

 Identify and explain the effect of natural forces upon human activities from historical 

experiences. 

 Use geography to interpret the past, explain the present, and plan for the future. 

 



Global Connections 

 Explain causes and effects of migration streams, movements of people to job markets, 

barriers to human movement, and how people overcome such barriers. 

 Explain how regions of the world relate to one another and change over time. 

Technology 

 Identify how technology and culture have influenced resource use in the past.Seventh Grade 

Objectives, cont. 

Individuals in Groups 

 Analyze how the needs of individuals are met by families, friends, groups, and organizations, 

such as governments, businesses, schools, religious institutions and charities in the United 

States and other nations.  

 Analyze how cultural traditions, human actions, and institutions affect people’s behavior. 

 Identify how laws and events affect members of groups and relationships among groups. 

Using Sources 

 Select, investigate, and present a topic using primary and secondary resources, such as oral 

interviews, artifacts, journals, documents, photos, and letters. 

 Use maps, graphs, statistical data, timelines, charts, and diagrams to interpret, draw 

conclusions, and make predictions. 

 Create maps, graphs, timelines, charts, and diagrams to communicate information. 

 Distinguish between fact and opinion and recognize bias and points of view. 

 Use technological tools for research and presentation. 

 Identify, research, and defend a point of view/position. 

 

 

 

 

SPANISH 
Seventh Grade 

 

GOALS: 

 Students will engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and 

emotions, and exchange opinions. 

 Students will understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of topics. 

 Students will present information, concepts, and ideas to an audience of listeners or readers 

on a variety of topics. 

 Students will demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the practices and 

perspectives of the culture studied. 

 Students will demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the products and 

perspectives of the culture studied. 



 Students will reinforce and further their knowledge of other disciplines through the foreign 

language. 

 Students will acquire information and recognize the distinctive viewpoints that are only 

available through the foreign language and its culture. 

 Students will demonstrate understanding of the nature of language through comparison of the 

language studied and their own. 

 Students will demonstrate understanding of the concept of culture through comparisons of 

the cultures studied and their own. 

 Students will use the language both within and beyond the school setting. 

 Students will show evidence of becoming life-long learners by using the language for 

personal enjoyment and enrichment. 

 

CONTENT TOPICS: 

 Vocabulary in situational conversations: 

 Greetings 

 Classroom 

 Home, family, friends 

 Hobbies 

 Sports 

 Travel by plane 

 Numbers 0-1 million 

 Calendar: days, weeks, months, seasons 

 Alphabet:  pronunciation of vowels and consonants 

 Colors 

 Telling time 

 Verbs:  present tense of regular and irregular verbs 

present progressive tense  

 Agreement of nouns and adjectives:  gender, number 

 Sentence formation 

 Cultural perspectives of Latin America and Spain 

 Map-study of Spanish-speaking countries 

 Songs, dances, and games 

 Holidays and celebrations 

 

RESOURCES: 

Spanish text and workbook:  Bienvenidos, Level A (Glencoe/Mcgraw-Hill) 

Que Tal  magazine 

Storybooks 

Maps, globe 

Spanish/English dictionary 

Games 

Flashcards 

Transparencies and overhead projector 

Travel brochures 

Posters, photographs 



Television, VCR 

Videos 

CD/cassette player 

Compact discs, audiotapes 

Computer lab 

Piñatas, sombreros, other Mexican souvenirs  

 

HOME ACTIVITIES: 

Ask your child to teach you prayers in Spanish to say together. 

Attend the St. Joseph Spanish Parish. 

Make flashcards together of vocabulary your child has learned in class and 

practice with him/her. 

Go to Mexican restaurants for a meal; prepare one at home. 

Visit the Hispanic festival held in August at Jefferson Barracks Park. 

Visit U.S. cities/states/countries where Spanish is spoken. 

Read articles about culture and current events in Spanish speaking countries 

in magazines and newspapers. 

Watch a Spanish cable channel or listen to a Spanish radio station. 

Play scrabble using Spanish words. 

Play “I Spy” (Veo algo) game with Spanish words for colors, objects, etc. 

Check the “get out” section of the St. Louis Post Dispatch for multicultural 

Events and fairs to enjoy during the year. 

Explore foreign language and cultural websites on the Internet. 

Use Public Library resources, rent, or buy some CD roms (e.g. “Language 

Starter”, “My First 1000 words in Spanish”) for extra practice. 

Write to a pen pal in a Spanish-speaking country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


